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Abstract
Is Redemptive-historical Preaching

Interpretation or Application?

Prof, Dr. KyoungLak Chae

Redemptive-historical preaching is one of the hottest issues
in homiletics. Its advocators consider it the equivalent of true
biblical preaching, while some homileticians worry that it goes
beyond traditional author-oriented hermeneutics to make an
unreasonable approach to the biblical text. This debate places
preachers at a crossroads. Which way should they take? This
paper regards both as meaningful homiletical property for biblical
preaching, and tries to make a peaceful coexistence.

First of all, this paper argues that redemptive-historical preaching
belongs to the sphere of application but not that of interpretation,
and that this would resolve the tension between the two.
Redemptive-historical sermon is the result of redemptive-historical
application, but not that of redemptive-historical interpretation.
. The term ’redemptive-historical application’ can be strange and
even uncomfortable, but this paper confirms it by comparing 10
step sermon preparation of Haddon Robinson, a traditional
expositor, and that of Sidney Greidanus, a representative advocator
of redemptive-historical preaching,

The term of redemptive-historical interpretation is, this paper
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argues, resultant of several ’over’-expansions. Those redemptive-
historial preachers over-expand the literary context to the
canonical context, and the historical context to the redemptive-
historical context. In this context, "over’ does not mean "wrong’
but "beyond’, indicating ’spilling over to the applicational dimension
beyond interpretation’. So redemptive-historical preachers can
recognize the traditional expository preaching in the name of
interpretation, and traditional expositors can appreciate the
redemptive-historical preaching in the name of application, which
resolves the tension between the two.

Furthermore, this paper pays attention to new applicational
property that redemptive-historical preaching provides to
traditional expository preaching. First, biblical theological
application: Traditional expository preaching has used a so-called
abstractive principle, but redemptive-historical preaching shows
the alternative of biblical theological route of application. Second,
God/Christ-centered application: God/Christ-centered application
does not exclude human-oriented application, but rather
emphasizes the God-centeredness of preaching that traditional

expositors has not paid enough attention to so far. Third,

application of confession: Traditional expositors have largely
tried to do so-called behavioral application, but redemptive-
historical preaching demonstrates that confession itself can make
a meaningful application. Expositors believe that sermon
application intends the audience’s change, and redemptive-

historical homileticians show that new confession or change




of confession constitutes an important change.

Finally, this paper suggests a desirable approach, a new
applicational direction that recent redemptive-historical preachers
are trying, which is existential application. While traditional
redemptive historical preaching means intentionally seeking out
Christ, existential redemptive historical application means being
naturally and inevitably driven to Him. Traditional redemptive-
historical preaching maintains a considerably theological
approach, but the new existential application aims at, as it is
called, human existence, while retaining traditional approach.
For example, the concept of pain in philosophy is a mysterious,
unsolvable problem; Christians, however, may find an existential,
though not logical, resolution.

In conclusion, redemptive-historical preaching points out some
very important and meaningful aspects of preaching which
traditional expository preaching has often overlooked. This paper
expects and asserts that the two’s harmonious coexistence will
contribute to a both biblical and powerful message that exalts

God’s glory and touches human existence more deeply.

Keywords | redemptive-historical preaching, interpretation
and application, redemptive - historical
interpretation, redemptive-historical
application, existential application.
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